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1. Soviet reaciion to request for interview with Stalin--US Ambas-
sador Smith reports that he has communicated to Molotov's
deputy, Zerin, the request for an interview between Molotov
‘and Stalin, on the one hand, and the US and French Ambassadors
and the UK Charge, on the other, ‘“‘in order to discuss the pres-
ont Stination in Berlin and its wider implications.”” (The French
Ambassador and UK Charge were scheduled to take similar
 action.) Zorin received Smith’s remarke and aide memoire
in uncompromising fashion. Zorin replied that () Molotov's
absence on vacation for the time being prevented granting the
requesied interview; and (b) the aide memoire indicated no
change ‘‘in the position of the US or of any subjects which
would make profitable a conversation with Generalissimo,
Stalin and Mr. Molotov.”

Smith doclared that he had refrained from requesting
interviews with Stalin in the past ‘‘except on a2 matier of first
S iraportance’’ and that he ‘‘considered the present situation the
o gravest which had arisen’’ since he came to Moscow two years
and 2 half ago. Zorin replied that the position of the Soviet
Government had been clearly defined in its 14 July note but
said that he would transmit the US reguest to his Government
for consideration.

US vicews on Greek use of Dodecanese airfields--The Depart~
ment of State has transmitted to US Embassy Athens its opinion
that use of the Dodecanese airfields by the Greeks against the
guerrillas would probably elicit a Soviet protest and should
therefore be avoided if not dictated by absclute military necessity.
The Department recognizes thai the alian Peace Treaty which
ceded the Dodecanese to Greece also prohibits their militariza-
tion. However, the Department fecls that inasmuch as the Treaty
allows defeated Raly to use temporary military installations to
meet ‘‘reguirements of an internal character,” the Greeks have
an equal right to use Dodecanese insiallations io maintain internai
order.

State Department review completed
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